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Evaluation of Electronic Resources

Evaluation of a Bibliography

Index of Native American Bibliography Resources on the Internet
This would be a great bibliography resource to use for students who are studying American history or the history of Native Americans.  There is a high volume of text about Native Americans, tribes, history, historical documents, periodicals, and general links to other resources.  All of the links that I went to had full-text, but there was a lack of images that enhanced the content.  I also did not like that there was not any advanced search options for this site.  There was only a list of resources in alphabetical order, so it may take some time for students to find exactly what they are looking for.  There is an FAQ page for this reference, and there is a link to email the site publisher, but other than that there are not any customer support offerings or training.  However, it seems pretty easy to figure out and there might not much help or extra support that may be necessary.  There is also no password or username that is required for this site which enables many users to access this site at any time.  Overall, this site is self-explanatory and offers full-text resources to use, and although lacking in some areas, it is still a useful site for research needs involving Native Americans.
Evaluation of a Handbook

Occupational Outlook Handbook

This online handbook provides users with their purpose and determines what is covered: profiles for hundreds of occupations.  This handbook is updated annually and presents the most current information for occupations characteristics.  From travel agents to database administrators, this site provides users with factual information summarizing the job, the entry-level education needed, and the median pay.  You can also find in-depth information about a specific job, by clicking on the link for it, and you can find information about work environment, what they do, how to become one, etc.  This information is supported by the United States Department of Labor, therefore it comes from official and identifiable sources that rely on experts from the field.  The format is organized, logical, and extremely easy-to-use.  Users can search by occupation groups, pay, entry-level education, growth rate, and more, to find updated information on a variety of occupations.  The format for all of the occupations is consistent, well-organized, and it enables users to search easily and find all of the information they need.  You can also view the information in Spanish, which is great for ESL students. In conclusion, this would be a great website for high school students, or any student, that may want to learn more about the occupation options that are out there.  
Evaluation of a Biographical Source

bio.
Biography.com is an online biographical source that is free for users.  Students can access this source from any device.  It is associated with the History Channel, A&E, and other reputable companies that help support the credible information that is available on the site.  This source provides biographies for more than 25,000 people, both past and present.  Depending on the person you are researching, there may be videos, photos, links, and more to enhance and support the text.  It is easy to find biographies through their search bar, but there are not advanced search options.  The text is concise, organized and straightforward.  The site is updated frequently because it provides recent news article about people and people that were born and died on that particular day.  This is a very comprehensive source of biographies that offers variety of information and resources.  This is easily accessible, and high school students would be able to find any information they need about people from the past and the present, to complete background information, research reports, or to simply fulfill their curiosity.
Evaluation for an Encyclopedia

MDK12 Digital Library 

Criteria for Online Databases and Digital Content

Database Name: World Book Student
Link: http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/home
1 is low.  3 is high.  N/A = Not every criteria applies to all products.

	I. Appropriateness 
	1 
	2 
	3 
	N/A

	1 
	Is it appropriate for intended audience(s), e.g., age, maturity, and intellectual levels)? 
	
	
	x
	

	2 
	Does it effectively support targeted standards, curriculum, and/or learning outcomes? 
	
	
	x
	

	3 
	Is it presented in a manner to stimulate interest and curiosity? 
	
	
	x
	

	4 
	Is it presented to enhance readability for intended audience? Items to consider are the sentence length and structure, paragraphs with topic and clear purpose, vocabulary, and text meaning enhanced with illustrations, graphics, and multimedia. 
	
	
	x
	

	5 
	Does the format/layout enhance readability and legibility? Items to consider are font style and size, line spacing, foreground and background colors, headings and subheadings, adequate “white space” around text. 
	
	x
	
	

	6 
	Does the publisher make known the readability scale for the work as a whole or its parts? If so, which one was used and is there an interpretation given? 
	
	
	
	x

	II. Scope 
	
	
	
	

	1 
	Is it of sufficient scope to effectively cover the subject(s) or intended purpose of the database?
	
	
	x
	

	2 
	Does the use of links enhance the scope of the resource? 
	
	
	x
	

	3 
	Does it include online educator and student resources and tools?
	
	
	x
	

	4 
	Does it duplicate other available resources? If so, is there a benefit in terms of value to cost ratio? 
	
	
	
	x

	5
	Does it include a dictionary and/or thesaurus that are linked to content?
	
	
	x
	

	6
	Do they provide citation information in MLA and/or APA format?
	
	
	x
	

	7
	Is there a blogging component?
	
	
	
	x

	8
	Is there a wiki component?
	
	
	
	x


Comments on I and II:
The appropriateness of this site is very effective for its target audience for students in grades 6-12.  It effectively supports standards and curriculums, by allowing educators to search for articles that align to certain standards.  The database is also presented in a way that is easy to read and gains interest and curiosity by using bright colors, pictures, and videos to draw students’ in.  The only reason I marked the format/ layout down to a “2” is because as it relates to text size, there is not option, that I found, that allows viewers to increase the size if necessary.  I could see some students and/or educators having trouble reading the small font size on this database. Eventually, I was able to find a page where the database says that you can increase the font size through the browser you are using, but it is hard to access and I could see some students having a difficult time figuring out how to do it. As far as the scope of the database, I think it is really effective.  Not only does the database provide information on a variety of topics, like Maryland, authors, geography, current events, and more, but they also provide links within the database to extend students’ research even more.  There are a number of student and teacher resources available on the site, for example dictionary/ thesaurus options by double-clicking on a word in an article, MLA and APA format help, timeline creators, and much more.  Educators’ tools include curriculum correlations, graphic organizer links, lesson plan links, and professional links, to get the most out of using the World Book Students database in the classroom.  There was no blogging or wiki component that I found on the site, so that could be an interesting area of improvement in order to enable students to communicate with peers to discuss the articles on the website and gain insight and  knowledge from multiple perspectives.  All in all, I was very impressed by the appropriateness and the scope of this database.
1 is low.  3 is high.  N/A = Not every criteria applies to all products.
	III. Accuracy 
	1 
	2 
	3 
	N/A

	1 
	Is the information authoritative? Items to consider: Are the author(s) or editor(s) acknowledged experts in the subject? Is it distributed/aggregated by a reputable publisher? Does the publisher make known what information sources the database is based on? 
	
	
	x
	

	2 
	Is it accurate, reliable, and free of bias and stereotyping? 
	
	
	x
	

	3 
	What is frequency for updating either current or archival databases? 
	
	
	x
	

	4 
	Do the links within the content take the reader to relevant, reliable, and appropriate information? Items to considera are:  Do they enhance meaning of the text? Are links missing that should be included? 
	
	
	x
	

	5 
	How often are links checked and updated?
	
	
	x
	

	6
	Is it free of grammatical and mechanical errors?
	
	
	x
	


Comments on III:
The accuracy of World Book Students is very impressive, in my opinion.  World Book is a very reputable company that has been around for years.  They uphold a very credible and authoritative reputation and from my view point, this database does the same.  The articles that I read on the sight were reliable and free of bias; they gave you the straight facts.  I was impressed by their current events articles.  There are links on their home page that are updated almost every day with current events that happen all over the world.  This is an extremely important tool to have, especially with the new Common Core State Standards, which emphasize the importance of current events.  They also have a link to where they have featured articles, pictures, maps, etc. that have been recently added to the site within the last 6 months.  Therefore, it seems as though they frequently check links and update them.  I also loved the feature where you could find other book or article suggestions that relate to the article that you are currently reading.  This would allow students to seamlessly find more information about their topic all in one place!  Additionally, based on the many articles and other links that I viewed on their database, I could not find any grammatical or mechanical errors.

1 is low.  3 is high.  N/A = Not every criteria applies to all products.
	IV. Accessibility 
	1 
	2 
	3 
	N/A

	1 
	Is remote access included in the license agreement or limited to in-school use? 
	
	
	x
	

	2 
	Does the home screen load quickly? 
	
	
	x
	

	3 
	Does the user get an immediate sense of “orientation” to the essential parts of the home screen, e.g., contents, search box, navigation aids, main body of text, how to use/help features? 
	
	
	x
	

	4
	Is there a text to speech feature? Items to consider: Is this feature easy to find?  Is this feature easy to use – e.g., one click to activate?
	x
	
	
	

	5
	If there is a text to speech feature,  the voice reader understandable and as close to a real voice as technology permits?
	
	
	
	x

	6
	Does it conform to Web Accessibility provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act? Is the information accessible to those using non-graphical browsers or text reading software? 
	
	x
	
	

	7 
	Is the content available in other languages? 
	x
	
	
	

	8
	Is the translator software used accurate?
	
	
	
	x

	9
	Is there a text to speech feature for languages other than English?
	x
	
	
	

	10 
	Can it be viewed effectively on different browsers on various platforms? 
	
	
	x
	

	V. Design and Presentation 
	
	
	
	

	1
	Is it user friendly? It its organization as simple as it can be to serve the intended purpose and audience? 
	
	
	x
	

	2
	Does it adhere to effective design principles, e.g., color scheme, textures, legible fonts, white space, contrast between background and text, descriptive titles and subtitles, navigation aids? 
	
	
	x
	

	3 
	Are the screen displays concise and uncluttered? 
	
	
	x
	

	4 
	Do the graphics and multimedia contribute to understanding the text? Do they avoid distracting the reader with flashing images and text “noise” and advertisements?
	
	
	x
	

	VI. Navigation 
	
	
	
	

	1 
	Does it include navigational aids such as icons, buttons, pull-down menus, bars, directional symbols, contents menu, help, site index? 
	
	
	x
	

	2 
	Are the navigational aids intuitive and effective in order to move the user easily around the resource and foster independent use? 
	
	
	x
	

	3 
	Do the links work? 
	
	
	x
	

	4 
	Is the number of links reasonable in order to direct the user quickly to the needed information? More than 3 clicks are too many! 
	
	
	x
	

	5 
	Are labels, captions, headings, subheadings and other text features  used to enhance understanding of images, graphics, or blocks of text? 
	
	
	x
	


Comments on IV, V and VI: 
Accessibility on this database was average in my opinion.  The database does state that it specifically abides by ADA policies, but it only mentions how to enlarge the text or change the font style.  There was no text-to-speech option that I could find, and I could find that you could change the text to a different language or did it contain an online language translator.  I could see many students needing those kinds of features, especially ESL students and students who are blind. I did score accessibility high in certain areas, because you can access this database on a variety of different browsers and platforms and you can easily find navigation aids and features to easily access the information.  In conclusion, the accessibly of this database was great for students who speak English and do not have any special needs, but for students who need extra assistance or speak a different language, I could foresee them having a lot of difficulty accessing the information on this site.

For design, presentation, and navigation on this database, I marked all areas extremely high.  The homepage is very inviting and well organized.  There are headings that stand-out for the viewer and it easily allows them to navigate through the site to find the information they need.  When you view information, I found the pages to be uncluttered and concise, and the extra sounds, graphics, etc. added to the content; it did not take away from it.  The links and navigational aids were all easily accessible and easy to use, in my opinion.  Every link I clicked on took me right where I wanted to go and they all worked!  All the headings and subheadings coordinated well with the graphics that accompanied the text and would definitely enhance students’ learning. I was very impressed by the navigational features of this database, as well as with its design and presentation.

1 is low.  3 is high.  N/A = Not every criteria applies to all products.
	VII. Search Input 
	1 
	2 
	3 
	N/A

	1 
	What search method can be used (Boolean or natural language processing)? 
	
	
	x
	

	2 
	Can the user search by keyword, subject, title, phrase and will it search through the entire text, i.e., the whole article,  titles and abstracts?
	
	
	x
	

	3 
	Can the user apply useful limits such as year(s) or document type? 
	
	
	x
	

	4 
	Can the search be revised? Can the search forms be easily cleared? 
	
	
	x
	

	5 
	Can search terms be truncated? 
	
	
	x
	

	6 
	Does the user have access to an “advanced search” option? 
	
	
	x
	

	7 
	Will spelling errors limit search results? Will the user be prompted about the misspelling? Is the search engine intuitive enough to search for word anyway? 
	
	
	x
	

	8
	Can you select or deselect media type? (i.e., just choose magazines or newspapers or video, etc. as applicable)
	
	
	x
	

	VIII. Search Output 
	
	
	
	

	1 
	Are search results ranked (high to low relevance)? 
	
	
	x
	

	2 
	Can the user limit the number of results desired? 
	
	x
	
	

	3 
	Are the search results displayed in an easily readable format? 
	
	
	x
	

	4
	Can search results be combined? 
	x
	
	
	

	5 
	Can search results be sorted?
	
	x
	
	

	6
	Can the search results include abstracts and full text as applicable? 
	
	
	x
	

	7
	Can search results be saved or marked for later retrieval? 
	
	
	x
	

	8 
	Are search words or concepts highlighted within the text of the search results? 
	
	
	x
	

	9 
	Do search results allow the option to “go to the best part.” 
	
	
	x
	

	10
	Can search results be emailed? 
	
	
	x
	

	11
	Can the search results be bookmarked?
	
	
	x
	

	12
	Can the search results be downloaded?
	
	
	x
	

	13
	Can the search results be shared on social networking sites?
	x
	
	
	

	14 
	What print options available, e.g., print selected text, entire document, print-friendly format, download and print later? 
	
	
	x
	

	15
	Can the search strategy be saved as an “alert” sent as an email prompt to the searcher, e.g., when new content is added, the searcher is alerted.
	x
	
	
	

	16
	Can the search strategy be saved as an RSS in order to add to iGoogle, etc.?
	x
	
	
	


Comments on VII and VIII: 

The search input and search output on this database, I would rate as very good.  World Book Student allows you to search by various different methods.  You can search by subject, alphabetically, through their biography center, most popular articles, or you can use their search bar.  With the search bar, you can simply type your topic in, or you can use their advanced search option.  Their advanced search option allows you to search by words, phrases, Boolean, by date, and more.  You can also select and deselect the type of media you want to find your search results in, for example are you looking for maps, video, article, etc?    I did like the fact that if you misspelled something in the search bar, the database would notify you that you spelled it wrong and give you results that are closely related topic based on the spelling you provided.  For students, that is a great feature!  I also liked that this database allows students to have their own research folder, where they can save their searches, and the information they find on the sight so they can view it later on.  Depending on the article, it also allows students to skip to a specific part according to the article’s subtitles, therefore students would have to use their best judgment as to what “the best part is.”  The database also allows students to view their search words in the article by highlighting the terms for them.  The database allows students to print the full text, using a printer friendly site, and/or they can email the article to themselves.  I did mark low ratings for the social media options, because I did not see anywhere that students could save search results as an RSS feed or to a social networking site.  Some students may prefer that option; others may not, so it would be nice to give students every option available for saving their information or search results.  The only other aspect of the search output that I rated lower than the others, is the fact that searches cannot be combined or sorted that much.  From what I saw, you could only search for one topic at a time; there were not multiple search bars where you could combine searches together.  Also, you could sort search results based on the multimedia that the information was offered in, but otherwise you could not limit results or sort them once the results show up.  However, I did like that in the advanced search option students could include their lexile level, so they could find information that they could easily read at their reading level.  All in all, World Book Student has some great search input and output features, and is only lacking in some minor areas.

1 is low.  3 is high.  N/A = Not every criteria applies to all products.
	IX. Administrative Considerations 
	1 
	2 
	3 
	N/A

	1 
	Is the purpose and intent of the site published? 
	
	x
	
	

	2 
	Are there published reviews from authoritative sources? 
	x
	
	
	

	3 
	Is there a privacy policy statement? 
	
	
	x
	

	4 
	Are copyright policies explained? 
	
	
	x
	

	5 
	Is technical support easily accessed, e.g., email, telephone, help files? 
	
	
	x
	

	6 
	Is there are published selection policy available? 
	x
	
	
	

	7
	Does the vendor offer access choices such as IP authentication, user ID and password, mobile phone application?
	
	
	x
	

	8 
	Are user statistics available from the vendor/publisher? 
	x
	
	
	

	9 
	Does the vendor/publisher provide ample information regarding pricing schedules, special group pricing, or any state consortium agreements in order to make an informed and cost-effective purchasing decision? 
	
	x
	
	

	10 
	Is a schedule of upgrades provided?  
	
	x
	
	

	11 
	Does the vendor/publisher provide free staff development either face to face, webinar or through its website ?  
	
	
	x
	


Comments on IX:
On the World Book Student database, I could not find a published statement about their intent or purpose of the database.  When I accessed their main World Book homepage I could find a brief description, but it was not on the student webpage.  I gave it a “2,” because to me, it seems pretty clear what the purpose of their database is, even without a published statement.  They provide various forms of information for all students to access.  I also could not find any link to reviews or comments about the database through the site.  You can find information and reviews on other review sites, but World Book Student did not have any links.  They did have a privacy policy published on their site as well as an explanation of their copyright policy.  I was also very impressed with their technical support.  Students can access the help center to aid them in navigation and searching on the website, as well as more technical support for teachers and librarians on how to use the site in general or if there are any technical issues.  They provide help through email or phone, and have numerous links and files for students and teachers to try and troubleshoot problems themselves.  I also liked how the site provided webinars and staff developments on how to use the site and all of its features.  Through a lot of digging around and going to their main page, I was able to find limited information about updates and pricing.  Pricing information could only be accessed through emailing or calling a World Book sales representative in your school’s area, otherwise, I could not find any specific pricing information.  In conclusion, they had some good administrative considerations, like an extensive help center, but they lacked in providing users with pricing information and selection policies.
Evaluation of a Geographical Source
Google Maps
The best aspect about this geographical resource is that it’s free!  The publisher, Google, is also a very reputable source so you can guarantee that the information is pretty accurate and updated on a regular basis. You have to know what you have in mind to look/search for from the start, because there aren’t advanced search options.  I think it is important to look at geographical sources online because geography and places are constantly changing, and online sources are easier to update than a printed source.  Students can use Google Maps to go on a virtual field trip, look at certain places that they are researching, etc.  It makes their learning meaningful because it is an actual place and they can see first-hand what it looks like with this resource.  You can also view with a satellite or a street view, so students can get an up close look at a particular building or place.  It is very user-friendly and easily accessible by anyone, on any device.  It also provides information and images quickly and places are usually labeled so that you can find what you are looking for efficiently.  In conclusion, I think this geographical source would be a very engaging and useful resource for students to use to find places all over the world.  It makes the places and building they learn about authentic, and helps them put a visual to what they are learning about.  I would definitely use this for my students.
Evaluation of a Specialized Index/ Database

Proquest.com
ProQuest is an online database for students.  I would recommend this database for grades 6-12 as there are a lot of research skills that students would have to know about before using this database successfully.  There are a lot of different search criteria that can narrow down results which is a nice option to have, because some students may want to search by publish date or by author; this site will allow you to do that easily.  Students can also just look for peer-reviewed articles, which some teachers in the older grades may require, to make their research more credible.  There are also a myriad of publications on the site where students can find information a multitude of information about their topic.  Students can also save their research findings using their login, so it will be there, no matter what device they are using.  You can also change the language, so that is a great feature for ESL students. This site is frequently updated, but they have articles that date back until 1988. All of the content seems very accurate.  The ones that I viewed had effective abstracts, items that were in the subject index were represented in the content of the article, and authors names were included in the author index and were spelled correctly in both the index and the article.  ProQuest is also a very reputable publisher that has been around for years and is used in school systems across the country.  In conclusion, with the proper training, I think students will be able to use this site effectively, and find it incredibly useful for all of their research needs.
